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Justice Bus Rolls into Seneca Street
Seneca Street CDC is excited to have two new collaborations this fall.
Neighborhood Legal Services, Inc. of Buffalo obtained a grant to outfit a large van
that will bring attorneys and law students to Seneca Babcock to provide free legal
consultations. Seneca Street is the pilot site for this much needed service that can
be of such benefit to our Seneca Babcock neighbors!

The first visit of the Justice Bus will be on Friday, November 15 from 10 am-2 pm.
This day is dedicated to those having housing issues including unsafe housing
conditions, evictions, housing discrimination and subsidized housing concerns.
Subsequent Justice Bus visits will offer free legal advice on issues such as obtaining
child support, social service benefits problems, etc.

See what we're up to on

@senecastreetcdc
Visit us online
Seneca Street UMC
senecastreet.org
Seneca Street CDC
senecastreetcdc.org

Veggie Van Brings in Fresh Produce
The Seneca Street CDC is happy to be working with
the University of Buffalo and Massachusetts Avenue
Project to bring the Growing Green Mobile Market
(commonly called the Veggie Van!) to Seneca
Babcock each week for the next year. They will be
with us every Friday from 3:30-5:30 pm, except for
the months of December and January. Again, we are
the pilot project for this collaboration, and are happy
to be able to provide a source for fresh vegetables
to the Seneca Babcock community.

716 Fresh for Dinner
With the helping hands of our volunteers and the CDC staff
dinner has been cooked on site for the after-school
program participants for many years. Cooking a tasty and
healthy dinner for forty children four days a week is no
small feat.
This year we decided to try something new! After
researching options and a few delicious taste tests we
found 716 Fresh. 716 Fresh provides freshly prepared ready
to eat meals that we're proud to serve to everyone at the
CDC. Their goal is to prepare the healthiest meal options
using locally sourced organic produce and meats. We have enjoyed Eden Valley vegetables, Fredonia
grass-fed beef and explored many new menu items. For a sweet treat after dinner 716 Fresh has
brought NYS apples, grapes and pears from the farm right to our table!

Meet our Amazing MSW Intern
Samantha Walker joined our team this school year as the Master’s in Social Work intern from the University at
Buffalo. Last year she interned at Adoption STAR, helping families through their adoption journey, both on the
birth and adoptive parent side. She plans on graduating from the program in May of this coming year, with a
focus on interventions with children and community social work. Previously, Samantha graduated from
Binghamton University in May of 2018 with a bachelor’s degree in Sociology. Samantha has been working with
children since before she can remember, from babysitting, to volunteering at a nonprofit daycare center for the
children of migrant workers, to summer camps, to before school programs, and many more! Notably, Samantha
has already advocated for the larger Seneca Babcock community, reaching out to the NFTA around the need for
bus shelters, even being featured on Channel 7 News with our very own longtime volunteer Cheryl Jordan!
With a focus on middle school students, Samantha is currently working with the Buffalo
Public High Schools to come to the CDC to speak about what they offer their students,
what to expect, the challenges many of their students face, and what support services
their school offers to combat these challenges, helping our students make a more
informed decision about what high school they want to attend that will best help in
shaping their future and wellbeing. Samantha will also be implementing new
enrichment programs in the upcoming year, centered on evidence-based practices to
help our students build self-esteem, battle anxiety, develop effective communication
skills, and work through stress.
Samantha loves running competitively to manage her own stresses, along with spending
time with her guinea pig. Her favorite part about the CDC is the small town feel it gives to
such a large city through close connections and the second home it provides to
everyone involved.
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New Enrichment Activities in After School!
After a snack and homework students are ready to get moving and enjoy their time out of school.
Our goal is to find enrichment activities they will find fun and exciting, but also help build new skills.
Two new opportunities to do just that presented themselves this year. With the generosity and
dedication of talented SSCDC supporters we are now offering Art Exploration and Videography! Mary
Wolf and Jason Holler have graciously donated their free time to share their talents with the middle
schoolers in our program. Mary, professor at Buffalo State College has previously instructed
photography here at the CDC, which quickly became a popular activity our kids looked forward to.
This year she has returned to share her skills and explore art with them, introducing talented friends
to the group.
Jason, director of video production at Pegula Sports & Entertainment, has joined our volunteer team
for the first time offering videography. IPad's in hand our kids have been busy working on projects
and filming all around the building. We're so grateful to have them stirring young minds and
imaginations!

New Young Adult Program
This year Seneca Street reached out to our young
adults who have aged out of our program. We
realized that Seneca Street was the place where our
children became a surrogate family of sorts and that
once our programs ended they had little support
outside of here. We started with 21-35 year olds. We
met twice a month, once to talk about ways to help
them motivate each other and learn new skills
(resume writing, interview skills, life planning) and
once to just get together and have fun (laser tag,
bowling, cooking together.) We had roughly 10 people come to those sessions. We took a break for the
summer and came back strong in October, when we decided to add in the 18-20 ages as well. Our first
meeting was October 5th and we had 15 people ranging in age from 18-35!
All of them had memories of what the program had been for them and what they would like it to be for
others. We worked together to plan the next three meetings and caught up with each other. We have
since met twice more, once to go to the Haunted Catacombs together and get ideas for the annual
Haunted House, and once to help the teens set up and create the Haunted House. Our next meeting is
set for November 14th, where we will look at what it takes to get a drivers license, what the actual costs of
owning a car are, how to change a tire and what the different fluids in a car are for.
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Teen Updates

In June, we proudly watched as four of our teens walked across the stage at their high school graduation. We
proudly sent all four off to college with brand new laptops. Two are attending Villa Maria College studying writing
and animation, one is at Buffalo State College studying social work, and the final one is at ECC studying nursing.
Over the summer, our Mayor Summer Youth received social/emotional training to enhance their skills working with
the younger children as well as lessons on self-care. We chatted about the importance of relationship building and
networking and read "How to Win Friends and Influence People" by Dale Carnegie. On the topic of looking forward
to the future, we talked about budgeting for college along with applying for scholarships and taking out and
repaying loans. The London Group also hosted a training on the importance of savings and 401ks. Key Bank, spoke
with them about the difference of credit and debit cards, credit scores, and checking vs savings accounts.
The fall has been off to a busy start, the teens raised funds during Apple Fest and their extra scary Haunted House
this year. They have decided to pass the good will forward and donate to a local charity.

BOYS RUN ON

Thank You from Seneca Street Church
Update on Building and Ministries
We are thankful at Seneca Street Church for the many people who have supported us this far and who continue to
support us.
At the end of January, the sewer backed up and the gym flooded. We struggled to keep the building open and
continue our ministries at Seneca Street.
It took two weeks for the gym to dry out, the gym floor was pulled up and trenches were dug by hand for weeks so
new drain tile could be installed. We greatly appreciate the financial gifts, fundraisers, and support of many groups
and individuals who gave to help us move the project towards completion.
New windows were installed in the gym to allow ventilation and more light. Volunteers contributed by helping
spruce up the walls with new paint, a new sump pump was installed.The bathrooms received updated plumbing
and have a new look with sinks and fresh wall colors. The 100 year old tree root that blocked the sewer was cut
out. We are grateful for a new roof which was no expense to us thanks to Grove Roofing. Each of these miracles
are because individuals and groups dedicated their time and resources to help. Many of our projects were done by
the hands of caring neighbors who were eager to lend their professional construction skills to help us keep our
building open and continue our ministries. We are not done yet, our next project to tackle is repairing the masonry
where slabs of stone have fallen. The gym floor will be sanded and refinished over Christmas Break.
All of the above would not have happened without the generosity and care from so many people who physically
worked or gave funds to get the job done.
Thank you on behalf of the church. We are busy offering love and hope. We hope you have a joyous Christmas
receiving the love of Christ among us.
Pastor Dee
Tree Root Dig Out
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Holiday Helper Opportunities
Christmas Shoppe

Seneca Street’s Annual Children’s Christmas Shoppe will be December 7th. We are looking
forward to having our usual 100 or so children between the ages of 5 and 14 coming through
our doors to find their Christmas presents for everyone in their families, including their pets.
The Shoppe runs from 1pm-4pm and if you are interested please contact Jamie Ryder at
716-225-0044 or email her at jryder@senecastreetcdc.org. If you would like to donate
new or gently used items for the Shoppe we are collecting items the week before the
Shoppe.

Christmas Party

Seneca Street’s Annual Christmas Party will be on December 14th from 1pm-4pm. We
would love to have volunteers to help with crafts, face painting, walking with children who
may not have parents with them, kitchen help and other activities that may come up.

We are looking forward to having our jolly friend come with his sleigh to take pictures
and give all the children a small gift. We truly appreciate the work that our donors and
volunteers do to make this annual party happen, we could not do it with out them. If you
are interested in volunteering please email Cheryl Bird at cbird@senecastreetcdc.org
or call her at 716-491-2200

Wish List

Craft Store Gift Cards
Dollar General Gift Cards
Vacuum
Snacks – fruit snacks, granola bars, cheese crackers, apple
sauce, cheese sticks, fruits
Coffee, Creamer, Sugar
Paper towels, Toilet paper (single ply)
Dish detergent, Dish towels
Salad dressing, Mayo, Ketchup
Spaghetti sauce, Spaghetti
Cans of beefaroni, spaghettios, raviolis, chef-boy-r-dee

Volunteer Opportunities During Gap Period

Twice a year here at Seneca Street we have our Gap Period. This is when our college students are on their holiday
breaks, or before the new students start for the next semester.
We have been extremely blessed with Daemen Students and volunteers this semester, however our Daemen
students will start their break/finals and will not be coming to programming starting December 2nd. We will need
help from December 2nd-14th, Monday-Thursday from 3:30-5:30/6. We are looking for people to help with
homework, enrichments like arts and crafts, computer lab, gym time, help cleaning up at the end of the day.
Our second Gap period comes after the Holidays from January 2nd – January 30th. We look forward to working
with volunteers new and old. Here at Seneca Street we could never do what we do without all of you! Thank you
so much for your help. If you want to volunteer or know someone who does, please have them contact Jamie
Ryder at 716-225-0044 or email her at jryder@senecstreetcdc.org.
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Announcements

Panera Fundraiser

When? Saturday, Nov 30th from 4pm - 8pm
Where? 8200 Transit Road, Amherst, NY 14221
Show this flyer at Panera

Resurgence Fundraiser

When? February 20th, 2020 6-8pm
Where? 1250 Niagara St, Buffalo, NY 14213
$25 Tickets includes food and 2 drinks, basket raffle, 50/50

United Way of Buffalo & Erie County
Donor Choice Program
5728- Seneca Street Community Development Corporation

Sponsor a Child Pledge card
Seneca Street hosts free of charge after school programming. To make this possible the
CDC provides snacks, staff, supplies, and enrichment activities along with field trip
opportunities. It costs $125,000/year to serve 70 children. Please consider Sponsoring
a Child for the 2019-2020 School Year.
To support the work of the Seneca Street Community Development Corporation, I pledge to:
Sponsor a child for
1 Full School year -$2500
1 Month - $240
1 Week - $60
Bus Cost - $400
Tickets/Admission Field Trip -$350
Other Amount

Please make your donations to Seneca Street CDC
Mail to 1218 Seneca St, Buffalo, NY 14210
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