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Community Foundation of Greater
Buffalo helps kick-start Social
Emotional Learning Practices
Community Foundation of Greater
Buffalo provided a $20,000 grant to
help us better assess and meet the
learning needs of the children we
serve. Staff will implement new
evaluation tools recommended by Via
Evaluation along with new technology
to help monitor and improve
programming to increase the
educational achievement and
social/emotional well-being for our
students.
In addition, staff and volunteers will
undergo Social Emotional Training
offered by the Child Care Resource
Network during October and
November.

Staff will also implement DESSA which
is a tool used to measure social and
emotional competencies of children
K-12 and youth.
The grant also funded new desktops
and laptop computers for students to
utilize for homework and to play
educational games such as Prodigy
for math and Noggin for reading
during enrichment time.
See what we're up to on

@senecastreetcdc
Visit us online
Seneca Street UMC
senecastreet.org
Seneca Street CDC
senecastreetcdc.org

Summer Programming Re-Cap
We blasted off summer with Space Camp! On our first day, the
Buffalo Science Museum brought in a huge blow up planetarium.
The children crawled inside where they learned about light pollution
and commonly seen constellations. Joe Bell, Seneca Street CDC
Board President his friend Jerry Fritz, who makes rocket and
aircraft parts at MOOG, brought in rocket making materials and a
launch pad. The kids worked in teams to build rockets and launched
them at the neighboring park.

During Imagination Week, kids crafted their own stories using flip books and made sock puppets while
they learned about a local puppeteer. They played movie jeopardy, made shadow box scenes, and
explored making sound effects using household materials. We finished the week with a trip to the
movies.
This year marked the 20th anniversary of Reading Camp. The Buffalo News and WBFO came to visit,
met the kids and interviewed parents, volunteers, and staff about Seneca Street CDC program. During
Reading Camp kids participated in reading, writing, science, cooking, sewing, crafts, and outdoor
activities and almost 2,000 books were given away. After completing the 2 weeks of programming every
child received a backpack filled with school supplies. We are very grateful to Duluth First UMC in
Georgia for helping us for the 14th year! Our thanks also goes to the many volunteers from WNY who
are so valuable to our Reading Camp.
Drama Camp was extended this year to two full weeks! David Black, a
magician from Binghamton joined us again this year. The children crafted
props, practiced lines, and rehearsed their parts, and strengthened their
teams by playing cooperative games. They visited Niagara University
Repertory Theatre where they watched a series of exciting and mesmerizing
fun children’s plays that had the children giggling in joy and singing along.
On the final day, an audience gathered in the sanctuary and were treated to
four Dr. Seuss plays; The Sneetches, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Butter
Battle, and The Lorax. Their efforts were rewarded with great applause!
Two afternoons a week during summer programming, 1st-5th graders explored our community garden
during Garden Club which was hosted by Master Gardeners from the Cornell Cooperative Extension.
They made salsa, released ladybug larvae, learned about invasive species, and pollution. They spent the
afternoon picking veggies, herbs, and fruits from the garden. They enjoyed bringing their bounty home
and sharing fresh picked produce with their families.
What a great summer! We’re looking forward to next year. Make sure to stay subscribed to keep up with
our happenings.
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Teen Program Happenings
This summer was a big time of growth for our teens. Twelve teens worked as
Camp Counselors through the Mayor’s Summer Youth Internship program at
the CDC. This year for job readiness the teens took a Meyers Briggs
Personality assessment and researched jobs and careers that fit their
personality types. They also learned about how to choose a college major to
match their career plans along with how to find schools that offered such
programs and their application process.
Ruth Huoh from M&T Bank ran two training sessions which covered taxes
and budgeting. The teens also participated in cover letters, resume building,
and interview workshops in preparation for mock interviews with board
members. Board members offered valuable feedback and boosted the
confidence of our amazing teens. So far this Fall, one teen has already been
offered a job at Tops Friendly Market!

This summer was a big time of growth for our teens. Twelve teens worked as The teens were treated to a night at Darien
Lake as a celebration of every teen passing all of their classes and moving up. A special thanks to Melissa and Cory
Coombes for helping raise funds to make this happen. For “graduation”, the teens were invited to Pioneer Camp for a
low ropes course, dinner, and swimming. Seneca Street CDC received a scholarship to send Faith to the first ever Young
Women's Empowerment Camp, where she made new friends and had a blast.

Fall Programming Announcements
Girls on the Run, a character and healthy lifestyle development program for 3rd-5th
grade girls will be held biweekly and culminate in a 5k at Delaware Park on November
4th. Save the date to cheer them on!

Grades K-2nd will learn about the environment with UB Environmental Club.

Photography Club will run twice a week for 6th-8th graders ending with Photo Show at
Seneca St Church on November 1st.

Sewing classes are once a week for 3-5th graders.

Cooking with Pastor Dee on Mondays for 6-8th graders.

New this year is OWL (Our Whole Lives). OWL is a comprehensive sex education
program for 7-12th graders which focuses on values, beliefs, and empowered decision
making.
New educational programs- ABC kids, Noggin, and Prodigy have been added to help
younger grades with reading comprehension and math during Computer Lab time.
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Young Adult update:
Where are they now?
Our amazing teens are now off in the world and taking advantage of the opportunities higher education has to
offer. Fernando started his first semester at Villa Maria College where he is studying music production. Destiny
is at Trocaire College. Christian is off to Houghton College. Mark graduated from South Park and has just
begun at Daemen College. Mackenzie is leading the way and is finishing her final year of undergrad in
biochemistry at SUNY Fredonia. The CDC supports our young adults by offering mentoring, help with financial
aid forms and college applications and provides summer employment opportunities through Mayor’s Summer
Youth. We are very proud of our graduates and excited to support them through the next chapter of their lives!

Cut and save this flyer!
Use Dec 1-9th
Or take a picture and present it at any
of the locations listed.

After
School
Wish List
Healthy Snacks
Applesauce
Smart Food Popcorn
String Cheese
Apples, Bananas
Fruit Snacks
Carrots and Ranch Dressing
Yogurt
Pretzels
For Play
Floam
Play Dough
Legos
Marshmallow Clay
Giant Jenga
Connect Four- Giant Version
Magnetic Building Blocks
Supplies
Paper Towels
Laundry Detergent
Single Ply Toilet Paper
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Meet our New Staff!
Jamie Jackson-UB Social Work Intern
Jamie grew up in Buffalo, NY. She discovered her love for helping people while
participating in community service with her youth group at Christ United Methodist
Church. As a teen, she served many Sunday dinners at Seneca St Church. As luck
would have it, Jamie was paired with Seneca Street CDC by her UB Master’s of Social
Work internship program. She hopes to utilize the skills she learns in her classes to
assist the children at Seneca St CDC to help them reach their highest potential.
Beth Ewen- Administrative Assistant
Beth grew up in West Seneca and graduated from Bryant and Stratton College with
an Associate’s in Business Administration. She has one son and three grandchildren.
She was an office administrator at a new build construction company for 17 years
until her company downsized. Looking for an opportunity to make a difference in
others’ lives she found Seneca Street Community Development Corporation where
she serves as an Administrative Assistant, helping manage paperwork and assists
with volunteers and the after school program.
Melanie Skomra- Youth Programs Assistant Director
Melanie graduated from the University at Buffalo with a BA in Environmental Policy in
2007. After ten years in environmental education, she began doing onsite wildlife
programs here at the SSCDC in 2012 and coaching Girls on The Run. Last year, she
joined our staff and is currently coaching our 3rd-5th graders in Girls on The Run for
her 5th season. She is enjoying her new role here as Youth Programs Assistant
Director.
Tamera Knight- Teen Director
Tamera grew up in Portland, OR and after some college, working, and saving up she
decided to expand her horizons by moving to Syracuse, NY and then shortly after
moved to Buffalo. She studied Environmental Engineering at UB and decided to
spend two years as an AmeriCorps VISTA building out educational programs while
serving at The Foundry, a small business incubator and makerspace in Buffalo, NY. As
a teen, Tamera had inspirational mentors that showed her what it meant to commit
to personal growth and become a leader. Tamera strives to empower and help our
teens develop the skills and awareness needed to become future community
leaders.

BOYS RUN ON

Jamie Ryder - Youth Programs Director
Although Jamie has been a part of the CDC for a long time now, she received a much
deserved promotion to Youth Programs Director. She was the Teen Program Director
for many years and is now responsible for overseeing all programming. Jamie grew
up in Schenectady, NY then made her way to St. Bonaventure University, where she
majored in Sociology. She spent 5 years working at a soup kitchen in Philadelphia
and has been loving her life here in Buffalo for almost 8 years.
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Church News
Roof Update
Seneca Street UM Church has some exciting news to share. We hope as you are reading this article a new roof will
be going on the 100 year old building. A father of a couple girls who attend the after school program is a roofer. His
boss heard what we needed and is providing a new roof. We needed asbestos shingles cleaned up and another
company will provide that help. God is good! People are good!
Mason Repair Project
If you look up at the roof you might be surprised to see the masonry is falling down! The building needs help. We
hope we have found a group that will provide the labor and we provide the supplies. If you would like to support
the building repair work in the spring, please put Mason Repair Fund in the memo of your check.
Summer Home Work
This past summer a mission work team from Ohio returned to Seneca Street. They worked on porches and decks
and home projects for 5 families
Church Bible Study
Beginning on Mondays in November we will have Bible chats over lunch 12 pm-1 pm
Goodies on the Street
Connie and Pastor Dee had fun the opening day of school hanging out on the steps with the kids and parents at the
bus stop. With Chocolate milk and sweets the kids started off the day with sugar and felt the Seneca street love.
When it gets cold, on Mondays, Connie and Pastor Dee will be at the front entrance 7 am to 9 am to have a warm
place for kids and parents to stand inside out of the cold and something warm to drink.
Special thanks to Joe Cohen & Cannon Design
August 24 was a busy day in and outside of the building; over 30 people spent a work day completing over 15
projects in 4 hours! Many hands produced wonderful things for the church.

Vacation Bible School 2018
Seneca Street Church had another GREAT Vacation Bible School this summer, with 95 children and youth
participating! This is the 12 th year that Duluth First UMC from Georgia joined us, and we are so grateful to them
for continuing the very important relationships they have developed with our kids. This year we had 41 teens and
adults join us from Georgia, and each of them left lasting memories with our kids.
Our friends from Georgia ride a coach bus for two days to get to Buffalo, and then two days back home. Our
Seneca Street kids start lining up to wait for the arrival of the Georgia bus two hours before they arrive. It is a
magical scene when the Georgia folks get off the bus to the many hugs and tears of joy from our kids!
We are also grateful to the volunteers from Central Park UMC in Buffalo who partner with us each year to make this
VBS a “three church VBS!”Central Park also provides a wonderful dinner for the Georgia group every year, which is
very much appreciated. Seneca Street would like to thank the Seneca Babcock Community Center, St. Matthews
Church and STEPS for providing us with the additional space we needed for VBS.
Thank you from everyone at Seneca Street for a great VBS. The kids are already counting
the days until VBS 2019!
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Announcements
Gap Volunteers Needed
for After School
Dec 10-13 & January 2-24, 2019
Tutor

Help students achieve academic success by helping them tackle homework
assignments while fostering self-sufficiency and independent learning skills.
Who? K-12
When? Mon-Thurs 3:30-5:30 pm

Haunted House
October 27

When? 6 pm– 8 pm
Where? Seneca Street Church
$1 per person

Children's Photo Show
November 1st
When? 5:30-7 pm
Where? Seneca Street Church

Five Below Fundraiser
Dec 1st-9th

When? All day, Saturday Dec 1st-Sunday Dec 9th
Where? Buffalo, Amherst, Orchard Park, Hamburg, West Seneca, Batavia locations

Children's Christmas Shoppe
Dec 1
12:30-4 pm

When?
Volunteers needed call Jamie at 215.219.8765

Children's Christmas Party
Dec 15th
12:00-3:30 pm

When?
Volunteers needed call Cheryl at 716.491.2200

Help us reduce cost and save on postage
To switch to e-mail only or
if you wish to no longer receive a paper
newsletter please contact
Beth at 7169393501
bewen@senecastreetcdc.org
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Seneca Street Church
senecastumc@yahoo.com
1218 Seneca Street
Buffalo, NY 14210
(716) 825-6742
senecastreet.org
Seneca Street Community Development
Corporation (SSCDC)
contact@senecastreetcdc.org
1218 Seneca Street
Buffalo, NY 14210
(716) 939-3501
senecastreetcdc.org

Electronic Service Requested

Resurgence Fundraiser
Save the Date
Feb 21st, 2019

United Way of Buffalo & Erie County
Donor Choice Program
5728- Seneca Street Community Development Corporation

Sponsor a Child Pledge card
Seneca Street hosts free of after school programming. To make this possible the CDC
provides snacks, dinner, supplies, and provides enrichment activities and field trip
opportunities. It costs $125,000/school year to serve 70 children. Please consider
Sponsoring a Kid for the 2018-2019 school year.
To support the work of the Seneca Street Community Development Corporation, I pledge to:
Sponsor a child for
1 Full School Year -$2500
1 Month - $240
1 Week - $60
Bus Cost - $400
Tickets/Admission Field Trip -$350
Other Amount

Please make your donations to Seneca Street Community Development Corporation
Mail to 1218 Seneca St, Buffalo, NY 14210

